
Summer greetings from Taiwan!

Today, yes today, is Saturday. Or 
Monday. Or both, come to think of 
it. My calendar says it is Saturday 
3 June. But all work-places and 
schools in Taiwan are open today, 
and they are following a Monday 
timetable. Yes, even though it’s 
actually Saturday. And sometimes 
it’s a Saturday, but the schools are 
open and they’re following a Friday 
timetable. Happens like this several 
times a year. So gotta get used to it 
ha ha!

We are recovering from a nine-
hour rainstorm yesterday that saw 
us receive a total of 644 mm (over 
two feet) of rain. That’s some rain. 
For a whole day yesterday we were 
the main news item on all national 
news channels – the highest 
recorded rainfall total in the whole 
country. TV crews were here, 
social media zoomed in, and for a 
brief moment the world stopped 
and focused on this little town of 
Sanzhi, here on Taiwan’s NW coast. 
The real action was centred down 
on the coastal road, where the 
flooding, early morning rush hour 
and the high tide all combined 
to produce maximum chaos. I 

know, I was in it. This is not a 
typhoon; these are known as 
the Plum Rains (because this 
is the season when the plums 
are ripening) and come every 
year at this time. It’s usually 
just lots of steady rain, but 
this year has been different. 
This is a record-breaking 
Plum Rainy Season. 

Today we are looking 
at the aftermath – 
damaged roads and 
buildings, flooded 
homes, mud and debris 
strewn everywhere. We 
are also being inundated 
by thousands of flying 
termites which are 
emerging from every 
crevice and heading for 
every available light source. 
Suddenly today my house 
is full of ‘em. Yes, they’ve 
spent the whole year hidden 
away in the darkness, 
munching away on anything 
they can find made of wood, like 
my ceiling supports, floorboards 
and even cardboard boxes. Not 
surprisingly, I hate them. Yes, 
sorry, but “hate” is the word. Even 
cockroaches are more bearable  
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than termites. At least cockroaches 
have a bit of character and try and 
run away while I’m chasing them 
with a flip-flop. But termites? 
Grrrrrrrr……

On Tuesday this week, it was 
DuanWu Festival, otherwise known 
as Dragon Boat Festival. One of 
the three most important festivals 
of the Chinese calendar. In Tamsui 
and Sanzhi, very big parades of the 
deities also take place. The idols are 
collected from every local temple 
and taken on a huge walkabout, 
accompanied by musicians, flower 
trucks, lion dancers, and even 
pole-dancing girls. People set up 
altars in front of their homes and 
businesses, and as the procession 
passes by they wave incense sticks 
and pray for blessings from the 
deities. 

But this is not a Disneyland-
style parade of Mickey Mouse and 
fun characters from movies. Its 
roots are in Taoism, traditional 
Chinese religion. Many people 
believe that the deities themselves 
control the movements of those 
carrying or pushing them. Fueled 
by firecrackers, smoke, beer, betel 
nuts and shouts of encouragement 
from the crowd, the men carrying 
the deities lurch back and forth, 

shaking and shouting – but that is 
all seen as a good sign, the deity 
is in control. Christians will not 
go anywhere near such an event. 
Although culturally very interesting, 
spiritually it is very dark. 

In Sanzhi, this parade took 
place on the day before yesterday, 
Thursday. No sooner had it finished 
on Thursday night, than the 
torrential rains began and which 
lasted most of yesterday. People are 
asking if there is any connection. 
Did they do something to offend 
the gods? Christians may well have 
questions of their own. What is 
clear is that Sanzhi was spared the 
worst. Yes, there were major flash 
floods and landslides, but there 
could have been severe loss of 

life too. Fortunately God’s mercy 
prevailed. 

It is appropriate perhaps that 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Global Wave of Prayer, Thy 
Kingdom Come, should take place 
exactly at this time, the 12 days 
between Ascension and Pentecost. 
Tomorrow is Pentecost Sunday. That 
this should coincide with DuanWu 
Festival is not a coincidence, as the 
dates of both are determined by the 
lunar calendar. 

Taiwan has many festivals in both 
the lunar and ordinary calendar, 
and when one of them falls on 
a Tuesday or Thursday, then the 
government makes a four-day 
weekend of it, and so we also have 
the Monday or the Friday off too. 
That’s how come all the schools are 
open today. We are making up for 
last Monday, when we had the day 
off. Ah, it’s not so complicated after 
all!

So yesterday, 2 June 2017, will 
forever be remembered as what the 
media are calling “Rainageddon”, 
the “Plum Rain Apocalypse”. 
Yesterday happened also to be the 
day when I got news of the death 
of our favourite uncle, my mother’s 
brother. He was such a wonderful 
man; he taught us all about living 
life with purpose, passion and 
positivity. And yesterday happened 
also to be my younger brother’s 
50th birthday. Time waits for no 
man, even for younger brothers 
turning 50. He starts a new job on  

“The word ‘isolation’ is 
one that is frequently 
heard in relation to 
Taiwan, especially in 
connection to geography 
and politics. Geography 
we can’t do much about, 
but politics? Where 
there’s a will, there’s a 
way. Fortunately that 
same isolation could not 
be said about the church. 
We are very much part 
of the world church, and 
made to feel rightly so.”

Top left: The Sanzhi parade of the deities 

Top right: Presiding bishop Michael Curry 
and me
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Monday too. In Dubai. Farewell 
to Canary Wharf and the City of 
London. Dubai is the place to be. 

Yesterday too, the news was all 
about the USA withdrawing from 
the Paris Climate Accord. Taiwan 
would love to be allowed to sign 
the accord, but isn’t allowed to 
participate. Here we are, on an 
island subject to frequent typhoons 
and other extremes of weather, 
watching climate change taking 
place before our very eyes, and 
yet Taiwan is totally left out of 
all international discussions and 
agreements on climate change. 

Last June, the temperature in 
Taipei reached 38.7°C, the highest 
in 100 years. And yesterday, the 
Plum Rainy Season suddenly 
turned into a nine-hour torrential 
rainstorm causing flash floods. 
Considering the serious weather 
problems we have, and the huge 
amount of industrial pollution, 
you’d think something would 
happen to overrule the politics. 
But no, sorry. Fortunately it doesn’t 
mean that Taiwan is sitting around 
doing nothing about climate 
change. It has passed its own 
laws to govern greenhouse gas 
emissions. But hey, there’s plenty 
more to do. A haze of pollution 
hangs over Taipei all summer long. 
And winter too, come to think of it. 
Cue: Action please!

The word “isolation” 
is one that is frequently 
heard in relation to 
Taiwan, especially 
in connection to 
geography and politics. 
Geography we can’t 
do much about, but 
politics? Where there’s 
a will, there’s a way. 
Fortunately that same 
isolation could not be 
said about the church. 

We are very much part of the world 
church, and made to feel rightly 
so. The Diocese of Taiwan is part 
of the US-based Episcopal Church, 
and we were delighted when the 
presiding bishop, Michael B. Curry, 
and a team from the Episcopal 
Church came to visit recently. He 
is such a passionate preacher, and 
encouraged us all in our journey 
of faith as a vital part of the “Jesus 
Movement”. 

We also welcomed a group from 
the Diocese of Osaka, Japan, led 
by Bishop Andrew Haruhisa Iso, 
here to sign our fifth three-year 
agreement as companion dioceses. 
A successful companion diocese 
partnership like ours with Osaka 
is such a blessing for us all, and 
a real spiritual witness in a world 
where cooperation and unity are 
so under threat in the political 
realm.  As a country, Taiwan cannot 
join in much, but as a church, as a 
diocese, we thank God that we are 
welcomed by all and encouraged 
to participate as equal partners 
in mission. The Bishop of Taiwan, 
David J. H. Lai often talks about 
the role of the Taiwan Episcopal 
Church as being a bridge between 
east and west. May God give us the 
wisdom, patience and passion to 
be that bridge, and bring deepened 
fellowship, friendship and 
understanding in God’s Kingdom. 

Pentecost comes tomorrow, 
and red is the colour.  I think of my 
uncle, who died yesterday; the last 
time I saw him he was wearing red 
trousers. I love red! Red is the colour

 
 
 
 
 
 
 of happiness for the Chinese; it’s 
also the colour of passion, fire and 
the Holy Spirit. May God give us 
that same passion, fire and the Holy 
Spirit as we seek to share his life, joy 
and peace with others, Amen!

Thank you all for your prayers 
and concern, as always much 
appreciated!

With love 

Catherine
You can give online to  
Catherine at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/lee

Contact details:  
catherinelee234@yahoo.com

Blog:  
catherinelee234.wordpress.com

PLEASE PRAY...

   For good health - for my 
parents and myself, and 
for safety in travel

   For the outreach ministry 
of English classes in 
schools, church, university 
and the local community

   For Bishop David J. H. Lai, 
our clergy and church 
members of the Diocese 
of Taiwan, and for all our 
many visitors 

   For opportunities to 
share the gospel, for 
people willing to take 
the good news out into 
our communities, and for 
open hearts and minds to 
receive Christ 

   For wisdom and good 
judgement for Taiwan’s 
TV and media, and for all 
Taiwan’s political, civil 
and religious leaders in 
an insecure, unstable and 
increasingly intolerant 
world.

Above: Bishop David J. H. Lai of Taiwan (left) 
and Bishop Andrew Haruhisa Iso of Osaka, 
Japan (right)


