
Friday night, YIPPEE! I should be 
out on the town of course. But no, 
it’s swimming time, and Thinking 
Time with a capital T, and the best 
place for that is the swimming pool! 
Yes, swimming up and down for 
an hour, even at snail’s pace, is a 
great way to think – and with zero 
distractions. And I’m thinking about 
what to write in my next CMS link 
letter. So, mmm, where to start?! 

Well, how about a day in the 
life of…? Guess I could take today, 
starting when I saw two kingfishers 
flying along the river on my very 
early morning exercise – where I 
do most of my praying for the day. 
They were actually in the fields of 
water bamboo along the edge of 
the river. It’s harvest time, so the 
plants are all huge, head height. 
They must be a like a forest to a tiny 
kingfisher. 

Then the rain started and I got 
the bus 10 minutes up the road to 
Laomei Primary School, Taiwan’s 
northernmost school. It feels a bit 
like John O’Groats up there, except 
that we’re only 25 miles from Taipei 

City. It’s well known for its 
non-stop rain all winter but 
most famous for its annual 
autumn Kite Festival; this 
year it was held in between 
two typhoons, and we had 
a gloriously sunny and 
windy day. The kites looked 
spectacular, dancing 
along the beach and 
over the blue sea and 
surf. I loved it! Anyway I 
go to the school about 
once a month to teach 
a little English to the 
children as part of our 
community outreach 
programme from Advent 
Church at St John’s 
University. I took three 
classes and we had such a 
fun time! 

And what about this 
afternoon? Oh yes, I remember 
I spent half of it discussing my blog 
on the WordPress chat line with a 
“happiness engineer”. Yep, honest, 
that was her title! And yes, she did a 
great job of happiness engineering 
by giving me lots of advice. It 
occurs to me that Church  
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Mission Society have their very own 
“happiness engineers”, and over 
the years there has been several 
who’ve come to visit from their 
headquarters, before in London 
and now in Oxford. In Tanzania we 
had the very lovely Rev Chris Carey, 
then when I was first in Taiwan we 
had the most wonderful Rev Chye 
Ann Soh, and now we have a very 
dynamic Mr Raj Patel, otherwise 
known as regional manager for 
Asia. And guess what? Raj has just 
been to visit, on his first ever visit to 
Taiwan; in fact he should be on the 
plane flying back to the UK at this 
very moment. We did a whirlwind 
tour of 10 of our churches in five 
days, which is more than half 
of the total Anglican/Episcopal 
churches in Taiwan, plus visiting a 
few scenic sites, sharing tea and 
theology (Raj called it “tea-ology”) 
with Bishop David JH Lai, and many 
delicious meals and visits with local 
clergy, church members, friends 
and their families. They were all so 
kind and welcoming. Hospitality is 
something Taiwan people excel at, 
truly Taiwan’s gift to the world. 

But Raj’s arrival in Taiwan last 
week was delayed for 18 hours in 
Bangkok by Typhoon Megi, our third 
typhoon in less than two weeks, 

and the second of the three to hit 
us directly. So we were stuck here in 
Taiwan being pounded on all sides 
by torrential rains and gale-force 
winds, while Raj was stuck there 
in Bangkok. Trees and signboards 

were down, there were widespread 
power and water outages, and all 
flights and trains were cancelled. 
However, thank you for your 
prayers as we stayed safe. When 
Raj did eventually arrive, we had to 
cram an already-packed six-day 
visit into five, but hey we did it! 
He was always smiling and calm 
throughout, even when I scheduled 
a sightseeing tour of Taipei on 

foot from 6-8am one morning, 
the only way to fit it all in. Ah yes, a 
personal visit from CMS’s very own 
happiness engineer!

And so, what to write about in 
my link letter? Typhoons are a 
bit of a negative subject; after all 
we don’t want everyone to worry 
unduly, and anyway this summer 
has been rather unusual as we 
had the hottest run of summer 
temperatures ever, and no 
typhoons for a whole two months. 
The first typhoon of the season 
actually coincided with my other 
VIP visitors this summer, Nicky and 
her 18-year-old daughter Harriet 
from St John’s Church, Neville’s 
Cross, Durham, UK. They spent 
two weeks here in July. Harriet had 
first visited two years ago with 
her father after she took her GCSE 
exams, and she wanted to come 
back after taking her A-levels, this 
time with her mother. We were in 
Taipei staying with Bishop Lai and 
his wife when Typhoon Nepartak 
hit; fortunately it was not serious 
in Taipei, although work and school 
were all cancelled as a precaution. It 
was much more serious in southern 
Taiwan, and we saw the devastated 
banana plantations as we traveled 
south a few days later. We did a 
whole circular tour of Taiwan down 
the east coast and up the west, 
stopping off en-route to visit my 
friends in different churches, who 
all gave us a wonderful welcome, 
yummy meals and took us to see  

“It occurs to me 
that Church Mission 
Society have their 
very own ‘happiness 
engineers’, and over 
the years there has 
been several who’ve 
come to visit from 
their headquarters, 
before in London 
and now in Oxford.”

Top left: Welcoming Raj Patel to St John’s 
University and Advent Church with Rev 
and Mrs YR Chang, Rev and Mrs HH Wu, 
and Catherine

Top right: Nicky, Harriet and Catherine at 
Taichung’s beautiful Rainbow Village 
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all the sights. There was never a 
dull moment on the whole trip, 
Nicky and Harriet were hilarious 
to travel with (real happiness 
engineers!) and we laughed our 
way all-round the country. In fact, I 
could easily write a whole link letter 
just about their visit!

But so much else has happened 
too. At St John’s University, 
after nine long years of prayer, 
fundraising and building work, 
finally our new church centre at 
Advent Church has been opened 
and we launched straight into 
using it with our children’s summer 
camps and holiday clubs, run by 
our student fellowship team from 
the university. Then I was in Taipei 
for all of August leading a summer 
camp at Good Shepherd Church, 
ably assisted by Tzu-Yang, one of 
my former students. I cycled there 
every morning, about an hour 
along the river from Tamsui. It was 
beautiful, and as there was not a 
single typhoon in all those four 
weeks, there were blue skies every 
day. 

Thinking of all those blue skies 
and the bike rides reminds me 
of the mountain expedition we 
did in June up to Taiwan’s Central 
Mountain Range to ascend two of 
the peaks there. There are 286  
 

 
 
peaks over 
3,000 metres 
(9,800 feet) 
in Taiwan and 
there’s a special 
list of the top 
100, selected 
for their 
uniqueness, 
danger, height, 
beauty and 
prominence, 
that all aspire 
to climb. 
We did two 

of them on this trip, 
Hehuanshan North (3,422m) and 
West Peaks (3,145m). The two 
peaks are separated by a steep 
ridge of five or six smaller peaks, all 
over 3,100m high, all of which had 
to be gone up and then down, often 
clinging onto ropes; so from the 
North Peak to the West Peak it was 
five hours of hard walking, and then 
five hours back again. But it was 
stunning! We camped just below 
the summit and set off at 4:30am 
to see the sunrise, way above the 
clouds. The scenery is Alpine, and 
there’s even edelweiss growing. 
Such great memories!

Ah yes, my hour of swimming 
is over, and my link letter almost 
done. Not quite sure of the main 
theme, but then, really, where to 
start?! So much to write, so much 
going on, I could write a book – way 
too much for one link letter! So 
please check out my blog instead, 
where there’s tons of info and 
photos about all these events. You 
guys in the UK are my greatest 
supporters, my own personal 
team of happiness engineers (!) 
and I am grateful to each one of 
you. But y’know what? UK views 
of my blog are only six per cent of 
the total. Six per cent!  Just type 
“catherinelee234.wordpress.com” 
into Google and see what comes 
up. I use it like a kind of diary 
reporting on interesting events 
that happen, mostly here in Taiwan.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s free for you, I’m the one who has 
to pay, so the more you use it, the 
happier I am! 

Thanks be to Almighty God for 
his protection and safekeeping this 
past month, with so many typhoons 
all coming together. Our churches 
and church members, friends 
and families are safe and we are 
grateful. 

Thank you for all your support and 
prayers, all much appreciated!

With love 

Catherine

You can give online to  
Catherine at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/lee

Contact details:  
catherinelee234@yahoo.com

Blog:  
catherinelee234.wordpress.com

I WOULD LOVE YOU 
TO PRAY FOR  

ME
Please take time to pray for 
me as I continue to put my 
call into action

   For my good health and 
safety.

   For an effective outreach 
to the campus and its 
community.

   For a spiritual renewal 
and revival amongst the 
Taiwanese people.Above: Opening Celebrations for the new 

Advent Church Centre, June 2016


