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Greetings to you all from Taiwan!

I’m writing this during the first week of the 

new school year for St John’s University, Taiwan. 

Many students appear a bit lost, and there’s even 

a few parents hovering around, helicopter-style. 

The parents are mostly from mainland China. 

Since Taiwanese universities started admitting 

students from China a few years ago, a limited 

number of Chinese students from the mainland 

can come and study here, and some come with 

parents attached for the first few days. Some even make their way to our university chaplaincy 

office where we welcome them and encourage them to get involved in all our activities.

And that’s where my English conversation classes come in. A relaxed way for students to 

learn a little English, make some friends and even hear the gospel. And that’s how one of our 

students, Tzu-Yang, got involved three years ago. 

Mr Mark Chou Tzu-Yang is now a final year (fourth year) student in the Department of 

Industrial Engineering at St John’s University and this year he is also the elected leader of the 

St John’s University student fellowship. I invited him to write an account of his faith journey, 

reprinted here:

“My family are 

followers of Taiwan’s 

traditional religion. We 

come from Yingge, just 

outside Taipei, a town 

famous for its ceramic 

pottery. There are seven 

of us at home, my four 

siblings, our parents and 

myself. My father is a 

very serious man, and he 

has always found it very 

difficult to show us his 

love. When I was a child, 
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think that is why God guided me to the 

chaplaincy’s English class before I went 

overseas for volunteering and mission. I 

have been to many countries and I would 

like to be a peacemaker in the future. 

I want to make people happy. I should 

have more confidence in Jesus first 

thoughm and He will show me the way.

After I came back from the mission 

trip, I was confirmed by Bishop Lai in 

Advent Church on August 23. Bishop Lai 

came to bless me with three other people 

also. We had a talk before the service 

and Bishop Lai told us that as we feel love from God, so we should share that love with people in 

return.  

I have had much to do since I joined the student fellowship and became a Christian. I used 

to think something like this: I do things for God. So God looks great. So God loves me. But now I 

have learned that the fact is: God is great. God loves me. So I do things for God. Jesus shows me 

how much He loves people. So I want to follow Him and take His way to love people. I began saying 

“I LOVE YOU” to my family.  I have found that the relationship between us is changing, because of 

Jesus. Thank you God for everything in my life!”      

Please pray for Tzu-Yang, our student fellowship, chaplaincy team and all the staff and students 

at St John’s University.  There is a lot going on and for students like Tzu-Yang, their lives are 

changed forever during their time here as students. Many of our clergy in the Diocese of Taiwan also 

became Christians while they were students here. God is at work in hearts and minds, challenging 

us all to follow Him! 

Thanks for your continuing prayers and support,

Love to you all,

Catherine

Catherine Lee
CMS mission partner
Taiwan

Catherine Lee is a CMS mission partner in 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church, based at St 
John’s University, Taipei. She serves in the 
church, university, chaplaincy and kindergarten 
ministry of the Diocese of Taiwan.

Tzu-Yang (in blue) with some of the St John’s University 
Chaplaincy staff

Tzu-Yang (left) at his confirmation



I often got into fights with my brothers and 

sisters. Each time I made a mistake or got into 

trouble, my father made me kneel down in front 

of the family shrine in our home to face the 

god. As a result, I became very afraid to fail at 

anything. 

One summer, I took part in a children’s 

three-day Christian camp. The people there 

always talked about Jesus. They were so nice 

to me, except for one child who threw a bottle 

during sleeping time and I got hit in the face. 

But the leaders showed great concern about my 

injury, and I had a very warm feeling, warmer 

than I had ever had before. At the end of the 

camp, the pastor personally gave me a Bible to take home. But when my father saw me holding the Bible, 

he was so angry with me and took the Bible away. I never saw it again. That year on Christmas Eve, the 

pastor and the church people came to my house to sing and share Christmas greetings with our family, 

but my father kept them away. So since that Christmas I had no more contact with Jesus. 

In my first year at St John’s University, I wanted to learn more English so I joined the English 

conversation group run by the chaplain’s office. Most of the other students in the group were members of 

the student fellowship. One night they were planning to have an evangelistic outreach evening and they 

needed some people to help run it. They said they were going to share the gospel, and invited me to take 

part. I said yes! 

I was assigned to be part of the 

welcome team and I had to wear a 

suit. Because I hadn’t had anything to 

do with church since my childhood, I 

was very nervous but also very excited. 

That evening, I met so many people 

and I made some new friends. As a 

result, I started to join in the student 

fellowship group. The next summer 

vacation, we held a summer camp 

for local children and it reminded me 

of my childhood. Why had all those 

people been so nice to me all those 

years ago? In looking for the answer, 

I started to go to church. People in the university also encouraged me every time I failed at 

something. They trained me to be a leader, and now I am the leader of the student fellowship. 

Now I am no longer fearful. I take my first step whenever encountering something difficult. 

I even went overseas as a volunteer with the university group to India to help in a church 

care home and school. Last Christmas, I went as a volunteer for a week to a Christian drug 

rehabilitation center in Thailand to teach Chinese. I have met different people from so many 

different countries. Although the people I have met all come from different places, I have 

figured out something we all have in common. We are all alive in love (there is no fear in love). 

The love is from Jesus. 

So I made up my mind to be baptised. I wanted to become a Christian. On Easter 

Eve, April 4, 2015, I was baptised by Rev Lennon Y. R. Chang at Advent Church, St John’s 

University. On that day, the thing that really touched me the most, deeply, was that my mother 

and brother also came to attend this special event. And that my father was not angry with me 

but instead gave his blessing. 

This past summer vacation, I took part in an overseas mission trip along with other 

students from our Student Fellowship and Advent Church. In fact, we learned more than 

we gave. The roads were very muddy and sticky and traveling was difficult. Despite all the 

problems, however, it didn’t cover our passion of preaching Jesus. One day, we were told that 

we were going to visit an old lady with cancer. But when we got there, I was surprised to see 

an energetic lively woman who smiled at us to say hello. She did not look like she had been ill 

for a long time, but she had. She told us she could still walk to church on Sundays, and she 

was so grateful for that. Because of God, she had been given the strength to live and she feels 

that she is no longer suffering. 

This experience led me to think more deeply. Maybe we are richer than the people there, 

but we do not have strong hearts and faith like these elders. Patience, experience; and 

experience, hope. How strong 

we are depends on how much 

confidence we have in Jesus.

On this mission trip, I also 

learned their local language; I 

think language is one of the 

ways to spread Jesus’ love. It is 

also a key to becoming close to 

people’s hearts. I cannot sing 

or play any instrument like the 

others on our mission team, so I 

learned the local language. I 
Tzu-Yang (in the middle) at Advent Church summer camp

Tzu-Yang (left) with his student fellowship 
friends

Tzu-Yang and the Advent Church summer camp 
for local children
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